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was in passable condition, but we are informed [p. 84] that "it is 
not possible at this stage of the study to attempt a systematic ar- 
rangement." On page 85 it is stated that the Rhizocephala and 
and Cirripedia " are enclosed in a hard shell-like test," which is 
true of no adult; Rhizocephala and some barnacles are exceptions. 
On the same page we are told that the sucker-like organ on the 
head of Sid a corresponds to the pedicle [peduncle] of the barna- 
cles, a statement showing very elastic ideas of homology. Our 
author, also contrary to the ideas of the best morphologists, rec- 
ognizes an ocular segment, and excludes the telson from a posi- 
tion among the somites of the body. The Naturalist is not 
the place, nor have we time to rectify the synonymy of the forms 
described, and to assign them to their proper position, but several 
forms, if the drawings are accurate, are placed at least in wrong 
genera. The typographical errors are numerous ; Desmarest's 
name appears with three different orthographies, the abbreviation 
" Enc. meth" under three distinct forms. Loven as " Loren," 
somite as "somnite" on p. 90, occurs the word " setigiferous," 
but the worst of all is " qualities " for gnathites (p. 86). 

The illustrative figures are clearly printed, but of their accuracy 
we are not certain, and many points which are important from a 
systematic standpoint are slighted or ignored, thus rendering it 
difficult for the future reviser of the American species to classify 
the forms here described, and a quotation from p. 86, seems to 
exactly describe the condition of affairs brought about by this 
work. The curious misapprehensions and inaccuracies into 
which authors have fallen still further complicates the matter. — 
J. S. Kingsley. 

The Misses Jones and Shulze's Nests and Eggs of the Birds 
of Ohio 1 — The just appreciation and cordial encouragement ac- 
corded by scientific critics to Part 1, of this beautiful work must 
have prepared a welcome on the part of the public for the further 
installment issued in October last. Not only does its unique en- 
semble render it attractive, but it presents a combination of the 
useful and the agreeable of science and of art, to a very rare 
degree. In these days, when the great majority of periodical 
publications afford specimens of the progress in art-culture in 
this country, and the public grows more capable of criticiz- 
ing the results of original efforts with the pencil and brush, 
such work as the talented and enterprising authors of these 
"Illustrations" have wrought, will be justly ranked high in 
general estimation. The originality of method of this work, 
which copies some of the prettiest and most varied objects in na- 
ture, the pleasing combinations in the drawings, the faithfully 
imitative style of coloring, and the tasteful finish of the text, 

'' Illustrations of the Nests and Eggs of the Birds of Ohio. With text. By Gene- 
vieve E. Jones and Eliza J. Shulze. Folio. Published by the Authors. Circleville, 
Ohio. (Part II.) 
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render these folios almost matchless as contributions to natural 
science, and to picturesque art for the library or for the parlor 
table. The sad death of one of the authors, in early life, and in 
sight of the goal of success, has added an appeal to our sym- 
pathy to the just claims of the work upon public appreciation. 
Miss Jones died last August, of a fever doubtless aggravated by 
her earnest efforts and mental anxiety concerning her work, 
though that portion of her labor already accomplished will be in- 
corporated in the numbers of the publication yet to appear, Miss 
Shulze is engaged with Miss Jones's parents in the completion of 
the plan in which the two ladies originally joined ; and Miss 
Jones's name will continue to be appropriately connected with that 
of the surviving collaborateuse. The present part gives three 
illustrations, being those of the Indigo bird, Cyanospisa cyanea, 
the marsh blackbird, Agelceus phaniceus, and the kingbird, Tyran- 
nus Caroline nsis, with text of the crow blackbird, Quiscalus ceneus. 
The work will continue in parts until the too plates are com- 
pleted. — Sarah 0. Aiken, Washington, D. C. 

Nicholson's Manual of Palaeontology. 1 — The present book 
consists of two volumes of nicely printed text, illustrated by 
many good engravings. The attractive appearance of the " Man- 
ual," and the fact that it contains a good deal of information, 
compiled from many sources, produces a favorable impression, 
and leads one to expect an able treatment of the subject matter. 
So far as regards the department of Vertebrata we are disap- 
pointed. The work, doubtless, has a value in bringing to the 
notice of students a considerable number of extinct forms, by 
furnishing good wood engravings. The cuts of recent Verte- 
brata are generally bad. But the definitions, especially those of 
the higher groups, are exceedingly defective, and the classifica- 
tions adopted are generally antiquated or incorrect. In old 
world palaeontology we find, for instance, the classification of 
Stegocephali (" Labyrinthodontia ") of Mr. Miall incorporated 
bodily ; a system, if such it can be called, where all sorts of 
characters have been put to impossible uses, and the laws of 
nomenclature extensively disregarded. Especial prominence has 
been given to American palaeontology, but it is evident that, to 
use a political phrase, the delegation from the United States has 
been "fixed." The author has profited singularly little by the 
publications of the General and State Governments of America, 
but has apparently taken as his guide, Prof. O. C. Marsh's address 
before the American Association for 1877. This paper is well 
known here as little more than a record of what is taught by its 
author to the exclusion of other authorities, and on this account 

1 A Manual of Paleontology for the use of Students, etc. By Henry Alleyne 
Nicholson, Prof, of Nat. History in the University of St. Andrews. 2 vol. Wm. 
Blackwood & Sons, Edinburgh, 1879. 



